Dear Mr Dowley

Thank you for your email dated 17 November.

The Council understands the challenges facing many clubs including bowls in terms of retaining existing players and attracting new members. Therefore, where it is practical to do so we will support initiatives aimed at increasing membership and participation.

Therefore, in response to your specific requests please see below:

1. Place a permanent A3 or A4 size notice on the railings at each of the 4 entrances to the park.  If all 4 is not acceptable then at least two notices please, one at at the entrance of the car park next to the councils own sign and one at the entrance at Japan Road: 
Paul Clark response: Where possible we try to avoid a proliferation of signs at the park entrances as this can create a negative first impression , and as St Chads Park is home to bowls, cricket and football clubs we wouldn’t be able to accommodate similar requests from each club. Therefore, I’m afraid a permanent sign at each park entrance isn’t possible
2. Place an A4 notice in the parks notice board (this is used to promote events in the park) outside the pavilion: 
Paul Clark response: Subject to the availability of space we would be more than happy to display an A4 poster promoting the club in the park notice boards. If you can supply laminated copies of the poster we will arrange for these to be placed in the notice boards.
3. Hang a banner on the car park railings bordering the bowling green during the summer playing season: 
Paul Clark response: Providing the banner is appropriately secured and is routinely checked and maintained to ensure that its condition doesn’t detract from the location or create a H&S hazard, then we’d be happy to support this request. Please provide details of the design and size of the banner.

The Council’s Sports Development Team (Culture and Sport) may be able to offer further advice in terms of ways in which the club can increase membership. Emma Gillan (0208 227 3980, emma.gillan@lbbd.gov.uk) is the Sports Development Manager and it might be worth you contact her or a member of Sports Development team. 

We may also be able to put something on the Council’s web site. So if you can provide use with a draft (e.g. club’s history, benefits of membership and playing bowls, fixture programme, joining instructions etc) we can then make the necessary arrangements.

I assume the club has occasional open days and has made us of the local press to promote its activities? You could also request a stand at various events (e.g. Country Fair at Eastbrookend Country Park in June or the Older Peoples Day which is organised by the Sports Development Team).

I hope this response is useful and I look forward to hearing from you in due course.

Regards
Andy Johnson 
Service Manager Parks | Assets and Transport Services Group | Environmental Services

Phone: 020 8227 5289 | Mobile: 07972 003 773 | andy.johnson@lbbd.gov.uk
London Borough of Barking and Dagenham

Actions from this email:-

1. Contact Emma Gillan to potentially arrange a meeting to discuss options to publicize the club and how to take part in the Country Fair at Eastbrookend Country Park in June and the Older Peoples Day.
a. Update: Email sent on 19th November.
2. Create a poster for use in the park notice boards.
3. Provide a draft information piece for the council website

